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The following article was printed in Net Results in the May 1998 issue, entitled ―Success Requires Failure‖ by Rev. 

Warren J. Keating. (Reprinted by permission.) 

I have heard that in its heyday the corporate giant IBM urged all of its managers to follow ―the two-failure rule.‖ It sup-

posedly went like this: Each manager and/or department head should fail at two major projects each year. 

The idea sounds crazy until you hear the logic behind it. A company that lets people fail (without punishing them) 

increases their chances of succeeding. Leaders who fail at two projects per year are out there on the creative edge – risking, trying, 

―pushing the envelope.‖ They are trying new and innovative things that just might work. Such behavior increases the likelihood of pro-

ducing new products and services. 

The two-failure rule became our church’s theme for last year. I encouraged each group, committee, church school class, women’s 

circle, governing board – even myself – to achieve two failures. The idea freed up people to try new and innovative ministries, pro-

grams, fellowship activities, classes, etc. – without any stigma attached if a project failed. 

Our two-failure rule became a continuous source of humor around the church. We often heard statements such as, ―Well, we tried to 

have a failure but it worked anyway.‖ Example: Our aviation group likes to get together and fly here and there just for fun. Thinking 

that we’d do a more serious program, we said, ―We’re going to have an all-church picnic at a small airport nearby. At this picnic we’ll 

give rides to anyone who wants one – for a small donation. The money raised will go to the flood relief fund for folks in the northern 

part of the U.S.‖ The picnic sponsors figured this would be one of their failures for the year. Not so! More than fifty people showed up. 

We raised significant monies to help with flood relief. 

Another example: We tried having a Sunday worship service under a circus-type tent. It too was a huge success. 

Failure is such an ugly word in our society. Yet it has become a very positive thing here in Derby. Our congregation’s leaders increas-

ingly want to push their ministry creativity to the limit by attempting audacious ideas, whether they succeed or fail. 

Of course, some programs and events have failed. When that happens, this is our attitude: ―OK, what made this event not a success: 

How could we improve on it if we tried again?‖ Consequently, we have stopped hearing the old ―Well, I told you so‖ or ―See, it didn’t 

work; we really bungled; we can never try something like that again.‖ 

Throughout the year I constantly reminded people – in the newsletter, in sermons, and in conversations with individuals – that we 

need to try new things: to walk on the edge of creativity so that we sometimes fail, to take new risks in order to get new results. 

It worked! Folks are excited about trying new things. How can they lose? If the idea doesn’t work out, they smile and say, ―This is one 

of our failures.‖ if the project succeeds, they smile and say, ―This is one of our failures!‖ 

Permission to ―fail‖ can be almost as freeing as knowing the love God has for us. As freeing as ―Have I told you today that I love you?‖ 

Your RunnRev, Robin 

RunnRev@windstream.net 
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Financial Report: Harriette Murphy, Treasurer reported the average weekly offering for the month of May was $4,935.  Special offer-

ings received in May were $1,360 for Spring Storms and $390 for Communities in Schools Backpack Program.  The balance in ac-

counts were as follows:  general fund $27,039; building fund $16,364; and music fund $4,716.  The second quarter benevolences and 

pension was paid in the month of June. 

Pastor’s Report:  Reverend Keating reported on his visits, meetings, and worship services for the period of May 16—June 26.   

Board of Christian Education:  DCE, Cathy Waitman submitted a report.  The Board sponsored the annual church picnic at Finch 

Park.  Thanks to everyone who was involved. 

The fifth and sixth graders are being invited to a new ―’Tween‖  Sunday school class.  Ten prospective teachers attended an organiza-

tional meeting and chose ―Grapple‖ as the curriculum.  Grapple is a program that helps preteens grapple with the real questions in 

their lives.   

Vacation Bible School will be held August 5 and 6 at Second Reformed UCC.  The theme is Hometown Nazareth.  Children from pre-

school to sixth grade will study about Jesus’ life as a child growing up in Nazareth.   

Congregational Life:  Chairperson, Ron Hutcheson thanked Mike and Lynn Brown and Lynn Klopp for hosting the June Sunday 

school social.   

Board of Business Management and Stewardship:  

Property Committee: Chairperson, Mike Brown thanked the congregation for their prayers, concerns and visits shown to the 

Potts and Brown families  

Carrier Heating and Air is scheduled to come check the unit that cuts off sporadically in the education building  

 

Board of Community Outreach:  Chairperson, Edgar Miller stated that three deliveries have been made to Pastor’s Pantry.   Special 

thanks to Aurelia Smith for coordinating volunteers.  More volunteers are needed.   

Thanks to Ted Smith and Scott Biesecker for staying at the homeless shelter.  Edgar is to stay at the shelter in June. 

Evangelism Board:  Co-Chairperson, Janette Neal reported that the average attendance for the month of May was 144.   

On June 19 eleven lay people from our congregation were commissioned into a special ministry of care and concern for others as 

Stephen Ministers.  The Stephen Ministers commissioned were John Barber, Janelle Bunn, Kathleen Danze, Tom Danze, Rich John-

son, Camille Morgan, Clifton Murphy, Harriette Murphy, Susan Odom, Carolyn Spivey and Eddie Yates.  Glenyce Fulton will be com-

missioned at a later date. 

Sunday, July 3, 2011 at 7 p.m. we will have a Church Ice Cream Social in the fellowship hall.  Mary Berrier has been working with 

Paul Freeman for an evening of entertainment.  Please join us for ice cream, cake and cookies. 

Our Pet Blessing Ceremony will be on August 6.  Reverend Keating welcomes everyone with pets to this service. 

On October 1, 2011 the Evangelism Board is sponsoring an Oktoberfest.   

 

New Business: 

The consistory reviewed the contact currently held with Cathy Waitman as Interim Director of Christian Education.  With the blessings 

of Reverend Robin Keating the consistory voted unanimously to remove the word Interim from Cathy’s title.  As of June 26, 2011 

Cathy’s official title is, Director of Christian Education. 

The Consistory Retreat Committee, Reverend Robin Keating, Reverend June Grubb, Sylvia Walser and Ron Hutcheson met on June 

15, 2011.  The date chosen for the retreat is August 26-27.  Time together will be spent planning short and long term goals for the 

church and community.   

The next meeting of the consistory will be at 12:30 p.m. on August 7th.  
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          By:  June Grubb, Consistory President 
 

At the June meeting of Consistory a recommendation came from the Executive Committee that we change the status of 

Cathy Waitman's contract.  The vote by members of Consistory unanimously affirms Cathy as the Director of Christian 

Education for First Reformed United Church of Christ, effective June 26, 2011. 

Cathy has done an outstanding job as our Interim DCE for the past two years and we appreciate all that she has provided 

for our children through the Sunday morning ―Roads to God‖ spiritual and faith formation program and other children's 

activities.   

Reverend Keating was very supportive of this proposal and so we are delighted to renew her contract as our Director of 

Christian Education.      

Plans for a Consistory retreat were also presented to the Consistory.  We will be meeting at John's River Valley Camp on 

August 26-27, to begin a long range planning process for the future direction of our congregation.  Reverend Keating will 

be sharing study materials with us as he leads us in the beginning of this process.  I am confident that the various boards, 

committees and fellowship groups of our congregation will also become a part of this process in the near future. 

Please keep Cathy Waitman and your Consistory members in your prayers as we continue to serve in the best interest of our 

congregation. 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

The Finance Committee of First Reformed United Church of Christ will sponsor 

a dinner and mystery theatre fundraiser at the Corner Café Dinner Theater 

(fellowship hall) on Saturday, October 29, 2011.  Proceeds from the dinner and 

play will assist the First Reformed UCC benevolences.   

Excerpt from the Southern Conference UCC E-Newsletter dated June 9, 2011 

 
OCWM OFFERING FROM SOC ANNUNAL GATHERING 

IS MUCH APPRECIATED 

   

The conference is very appreciative of the generous offering ($1,000) to OCWM from the delegates and visitors who attended 

the recent gathering in Portsmouth, Virginia.  

 

We would also like to recognize First Reformed UCC, Lexington, North Carolina whose name was regrettably omitted 

from the 5 for 5 lists of churches.   We want to recognize them for their contributions and support to Our Church's Wider 

Mission and to all four of the special mission offerings. Thank you to First Reformed and to all the churches that are 5 for 5. 

Your giving does make a difference in the work of the conference and the national UCC organization.  
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-Overall impression was our pride in our diversity and our willingness to listen to each other. 

-There were inspirational Bible studies taught by Dr. Greg Carey, New Testament professor at Lancaster Theological Seminary, on the theme 

"From Every Nation Under Heaven" (Acts and Galatians). 

-We received firsthand information from 

*National offices -- Crisis Ministries, Rev. Florence Coppala; Global Ministries, Rev. Sandra Gourdet (Africa) 

  and Rev. James Vijayakumar (Southern Asia)  

*Southern Conference's Pastoral Leadership Development (PLD) 

Rev. Margot Pickett -- a major change: Program will now be four years instead of three, with more supervised mentoring. 

-Dr. Les Robinson (Center for Congregational Health) gave his report on 

FUTURE MISSION AND STRUCTURE OF SOUTHERN CONFERENCE which included seven Action Groups: 

MissionNision Action Group-- persons assigned to this group: Sheila Crump, Brenda James 

Finance/Property Action Group -- Jill Edens, Jim Simonds 

Institution Action Group -- Don Flick , Margie Weavil 

Conference Restructuring Group Action -- Tammerie Day, Barbara Rathbun 

Membership Action Group -- Allen Kimball, Sharon Hamill 

Technology Action Group -- John Myers 

Constitution Action Group -- Ralph Wenger. This group will keep in touch regularly with other  

    Action Groups because Constitution and By-Laws changes will of necessity need to be made. 

Rev. Beth Kennett (from CCH) emphasized that this report contains "recommendations, not prescriptions". 

From the floor, an eighth Action Group was added which will deal specifically with polarity in the conference. It will be called 

Reclaiming Unity Action Group -- Julie Peeples , Bob Thompson.   This 8th group was voted on by the delegates present. 

-A deficit budget (-$11,875) [note: this is a smaller deficit than 2010 which was -$28,000] 

was approved at Saturday's plenary session with a significant wording change-- 

under Payroll Expenses the group moved to change "ministerial expenses" to "Southern Conference and Association Expenses". The 

amendment's wording passed. The budget is formulated from expected revenues from member churches' giving to OCWM. Giving has 

increased since 2010, and it is hoped that this trend continues. 
 

The time line for Action Groups' work is as follows:  

 June/July -- confer within each group 

August -- coordinate ideas from the eight groups  

October -- have another coordinating meeting  

January, 2012 -- have a product to present 

Our newly elected president, Rev. Litton Marks, stressed the importance of keeping to this schedule. 

The new officers are: 

Rev. Marks, EVA, pastor of Fellowship UCC, Chesapeake VA. retired Army chaplain 

Vice-president: Rev. Carla Gregg, ENCA, minister of Christian Education, Pilgrim UCC, Durham. NC 

Secretary: Dr. Tammerie Day, ENCA, member of Hillsborough UCC, Hillsborough, NC, advisory board of PLD 

Treasurer: Ms. Annie M. Walton, ENCA, member of Union Chapel UCC, Burlington, NC, serves as chairperson of the Trustee Board of 

Union Chapel, and before retirement worked in finance for 17 years. 

-Overall, the spirit at Portsmouth was cautiously optimistic. The fellowship was warm and friendly and the Bible studies were excellent. 

-In his address to us outgoing President Rev. Dale Kennedy asked the gathering: " Are there more gifts of the Spirit out there"? 

Respectfully submitted, Barbara Sink and Eulene Shepherd, Delegates 

 

If anyone is interested in serving 

on one of the Action Groups, let 

Southern Conference Board of 

Directors have your name. 

Your help is urgently needed. 

Highlights of 46th Southern Conference 
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Sample of Workshops: (Choice 

of Saturday AM or PM) 

"Five Wishes" — Rev. Amanda Hendler Voss // "Self-Care Strategies" — Rev. Willie Mae Hawkins 

"Healthy Cooking" —Jeanne Leonard        // "Spiritual Wholeness" — Rev. Vertie Powers 

"Mental Health" — Rev. Jo Sherer // "You Are What You Eat" — Ms. Roberta Perry 

"Relationships" — Rev. Angie Wright // "Youth Suicide — GLBT" — Ms. Gwen Thomas 

Other Ongoing Happenings:  

Silent Auction / Hospitality Area / Labyrinth / Massage Therapist / Beauty Consultant 

REGISTRATIONS: Coordinated Through Individual States' Registrar: 

(Regional Registrar: Ruth Parks, 144 Woodlawn St., Lexington, NC 27292)  

COST: $135-$175 depending on accommodations selected (first in, first choice) 

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS SEPTEMBER 14, 2011 

United Church of Christ Women’s 

Southern Regional Meeting 
Blowing Rock, North Carolina 

October 7-9, 2011 

A Faith Inspired Look Toward Wholeness 

Theme Scripture: Proverbs 3:7-8 NIV 

"Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. This will bring health to your body and nourish-

ment to our bones." 

Keynote Speaker:  Ms. Barbara T. Baylor, MPH 

 Minister for Health Care Justice 

 Cleveland Conference Office 

Bible Study Leader:  Rev. Dian Jackson 

 Rockingham, NC 

 

Entertainment:  Glen Bolick — Mountain Story Teller and singer 
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FABULOUS FUN FOURTH! 

Ice Cream, Desserts, Entertainment 

 
At 7:00 pm on Sunday, July 3rd, the fellowship hall will be the 

place to be!  You will not want to miss an evening of fun, ICE 

CREAM, fellowship, ICE CREAM, entertainment and more 

ICE CREAM!  Everyone is invited.   

Come for some surprise entertainment...I don’t want to spoil 

the surprise, or be a name dropper but, a few of our show-stoppers include, Paul Freeman, 

Lee Jessup, Birke McNeill, Mark Smith, and The Haystack Symphony Singers.   

The Choir will sing a special patriot song...so wear your red, white and blue and come enjoy a 

great evening with your church family. 

 

Community Garden Blossoms 
The Board of Community Outreach invites church members and other community volunteers 

to participate throughout the summer to help with weeding, watering, and harvesting.  Au-

relia Smith is coordinating the volunteer schedule.  She can be contacted at (336) 249-

9795 or by email (arsmith27292@lexcominc.net). 

NOTE:  If you have an abundance of produce from your personal garden, please bring the 

excess to the church office and we will take to Pastor’s Pantry with our produce. 

 

Johns River Valley Camp 

Johns River Valley Camp is celebrating 75 years of camping ministry by the River and the 

camp is inviting EVERYONE back to help celebrate the ministry of and in this sacred space.  

A special party is planned for August 19-20-21.  Most of the celebration will occur on Satur-

day with a catered lunch, fellowship around your camp era, worship and other camp activi-

ties.  Weekend lodging and camping areas will also be available with all meals included.  

Registration is required (by July 31st) so that adequate preparations can be made with the 

caterer. Follow event information at www.jrvc.org or www.facebook.com/Johns-River-Valley-

Camp/190245562339. 

mailto:arsmith27292@lexcominc.net
http://www.jrvc.org
http://www.facebook.com/Johns-River-Valley-Camp/190245562339
http://www.facebook.com/Johns-River-Valley-Camp/190245562339
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To the First Reformed UCC Congregation, 

I want to thank everyone for their continued support upon the loss of my mother.  It goes without saying that this is an extremely diffi-

cult time for me.  However, without the support of First Reformed and its members, I do not know what I would have done.  Everyone 

has treated me so kindly and expressed so much concern for my family and me.  I certainly feel at peace knowing that I have a 

church family to lean on for love and support.    With love and gratitude, Allyson Frick 

 

Dear First Reformed UCC Congregation, 

Thank you so much for the generous Barnes and Noble gift card.  I have always enjoyed reading and I will look forward to finding 

some new books.  You all have been so supportive of my educational goals and I truly cannot thank you enough.  I am proud to call 

myself a member of First Reformed UCC.       Sincerely, Allyson Frick 

 

Dear 1st Church Family, 

During the period surrounding my father’s death, Chris and I received an amazing outpouring of love and support from many of you. 

Your sweet cards and emails meant so much to us and helped carry us through the difficult days. For that, we remain grateful to you. 

We would also like to thank the church for the prayer shawl that was presented to Webb at his dedication. It was beautifully and 

thoughtfully made and meant so much to us. So many of you have loved him already and have welcomed him into your arms. He is a 

lucky little boy to be part of such a dear church family who will help him grow and thrive in an accepting and caring atmosphere. We 

look forward to raising him in the village of 1st Church.  

Lastly, Chris and I would like to extend yet another heart-felt thanks to those of you who helped with the workcamp. The ladies of 

Women’s Life Fellowship donated their time and funds to put together an ice cream social for the campers on their last night. Chris 

and I appreciate this very much and thank you for your time in purchasing the items and serving the kids. To those of you who do-

nated drinks and snacks for the rest of the week, thank you!  

Any time there is a need in our church, it seems as though it is met with outstretched hands, with hearts full of love and devotion for 

serving their fellow man. This blanket of comfort and support has wrapped us tightly and has reminded us how special our church is to 

us. With all that we have and all that we are, thank you.    Fondly, Chris and Amanda Fulton  

 

To the members of First UCC, 

The family of Betty Potts wishes to thank our church family for their expressions of sympathy, memorials and flowers.  Thank you to 

those wonderful ladies who prepared and served a delicious meal after the service.  We are most appreciative to you for the support 

of prayers and your concerns during mom’s illness.  And again, for sharing your love and friendship with us at her time of passing.

         Sincerely, Lynn, Mike and Family  

 

Dear Ladies, 

Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer shawl.  I love the color and will cherish your thoughts and prayers always.  A ―special‖ 

thanks to Mrs. Harriette Murphy who actually made it.  I will always remember your kindness.  God Bless all of you in your wonderful 

ministry.          Ann Hardy 

 

Dear Church Family, 

Thank you so much for remembering me during graduation.  Your love and support has helped me so much over the years knowing 

you are always there for me.        Seth Klopp   Psalm 55:22 
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School is finally out and summer is here! I wonder what August will be like since the temps are in the 90’s already. Our annual 

Church Picnic was great even though we had to eat in a hurry before the storm came. Mike Brown and the cooks from the 

Men’s Bible Class did a great job cooking the hamburgers and hot dogs. Amy and Alice made the shelter look festive with the 

tiny beach balls and the children enjoyed decorating the bigger beach balls. Everyone enjoyed all the delicious food and 

spending time with our church family. A big thank you to everyone who donated items and brought food, ice, and coolers. 

The people who attended the Blowing Rock retreat had lots of fun too.  They celebrated Banks and Eulene Shepherd’s 60 th 

wedding anniversary. Some of the children and their parents went canoeing and everyone enjoyed decorating huge planters 

to go in the Community Garden. Thank you, Amy, for arranging all the details for the trip and planning the activities.  See the 

pictures on the following page.  For more pictures go to facebook.com/firstreformeducc. 

This year’s VBS community service project is to collect back to school supplies for children in need. We will collect supplies 

during the month of July so that we will have everything we need to stuff the bags August 5 & 6 at Bible School. Each Sunday 

you are asked to bring specific items to put in a collection box in the narthex or outside the office. Please help our VBS project 

by donating generously. Bulletin Board reminders are in Sunday school classes and narthex. 

 July 3 – pencils and erasers 

 July 10 – wide ruled notebook paper 

 July 17 – crayons (24) and glue sticks 

 July 24 – spiral bound one subject notebooks 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held August 5 and 6 at Second Reformed UCC. The theme is Hometown Nazareth. Children 

from preschool to sixth grade will study about Jesus’ life as a child growing up in Naz-

areth. Volunteers are needed to be Hometown Huddle (small group) leaders and assist 

with moving the children from place to place. We also need a volunteer to lead the pre-

school class. Amy McNeill is leading the drama and storytelling and Nicole Smith is in 

charge of the games. Our church is responsible for furnishing chips and dessert with 

the pizza meal on Saturday at lunch. Please call me if you can help in any way. Children, invite your friends and family mem-

bers to come too. 

This fall, the fifth and sixth graders are being invited to a new ―’Tween‖ Sunday school class. About ten prospective teachers 

attended an organizational meeting at the end of May. For the lessons, they chose ―Grapple,‖ a 

program that helps preteens grapple with the real questions in their lives. The children are able 

to use the website, ―My Grapple.com,‖ to interact with other preteens in a safe and secure online 

environment. They also use the web site to play games and prepare for the week’s lesson. We 

are going to try this for a quarter and use loaned or ―gift‖ laptops in the fellowship hall where 

they can connect with the Internet. If the program is successful and the children and teachers 

like it, we will set up a more permanent classroom on the third floor. 

Please remember that we need you at church each Sunday this summer when you are not on vacation or traveling. Robin. 

Paul, Lee Ann, the choir, and all of the Sunday school teachers prepare for each Sunday and look forward to seeing you. God 

has blessed us in so many ways and is so good to us. Attending church is one of the ways we can show Him that we are 

thankful.  

Christian Education  
Cathy Waitman, Interim Director of Christian Education 
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Sunday School Perfect Attendance — June 2011 
 

Haylee Hutcheson Wanda Daye Doris Flynt Eulene Shepherd  Betty Bates 

Vicky Green Marguerite Leonard J.W. Bates Don Leonard  Banks Shepherd 

Frank Leonard Robin Keating Clifford Lopp Paula Lopp  Camille Morgan 

Harriette Murphy Cathy Waitman 

Dear Friends, 

Thank you for the surprise 60th 

wedding anniversary party at our 

church retreat.  We appreciate 

everything so much: the cake, the 

cards, the fun!  We thank God for 

our very special church family.

 Love, Banks and Eulene 

Reflections 

from the 

Blowing 
Rock 

Retreat 
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry is pleased to announce our third "Blessing" date for Sunday, Au-

gust 14, 2011. Please plan to have all Prayer Shawls turned in by the end of July in order to 

be tagged for this dedication date. Our count of shawls ready for delivery is very low. As you 

complete shawls, place them in the tub in the Church Parlor labeled "Needs to be Blessed" 

and be sure to put your name on the shawl.  Our prayer is that you are working hard during 

this vacation season sharing your time and talents for this ministry to those needing to be 

wrapped in God's love. Please contact Mary Jo Jessup or Harriette Murphy for more information. 

Stephen Ministry 
Twelve new Stephen Ministers were commissioned June 19, 

2011 at the 11:00 am worship service.  The service itself was 

awesome.  Another wonderful part of this event was the tremen-

dous outpouring of support for this ministry from the entire con-

gregation by the laying on of the hands.  With the talented, dedi-

cated team of lay ministers we have and the wonderful support of 

our entire congregation for the entire program, we will be able to 

provide a wonderful service to the citizens of our community. 

Our Stephen Ministers were called by God to make available lay Christian care for those in our community who are hurting.  All 

we need to get this ministry rolling are care receivers.   

Anyone can refer a potential care receiver to this ministry.  If you know of anyone who could possibly benefit from this service, 

get that person’s consent and call John Barber (Home 336-249-4552, Cell 336-247-3923 – Leave message if no answer).  Dis-

cuss the situation with him, and he will get the ball rolling pretty close to immediately.  You can call to seek help for yourself or 

anyone else you think needs the help our ministers can provide.  The potential care receivers do not have to be members of 

FRUCC.  All caring relationships in this ministry are handled with the highest degree of confidentiality. 

If you want to discuss Stephen Ministry further, 

make the same call as listed above. 

Thanks for your support and help!! 
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KAY FRICK  JAMES HUDSON  DAISY BROWN 
  Cathy Waitman  {John’s Brother}   {Deanna Michael-Beck’s Mother-in-law} 
  Vicky Green  Vicky Green  Nancy Robbins 

 

 

  FRANCES LEONARD  NAOMI HARTZOG {Glenyce Fulton’s Mother} 

 Doris Frye  Janette Neal and John Potts 

 Maxine Lohr  Elizabeth Sink 

 Janie Lohr  Aurelia and Jerry Smith 

 Roy and Anne Bevan  Wanda Daye 

 Elizabeth Sink  Banks and Eulene Shepherd 

 Cathy Waitman  Roy and Anne Bevan 

 Vicky Green 

 

BETTY POTTS 
 

 Merle and Jerry Hodges Katherine Skipper Aurelia and Jerry Smith 

 Henry and Juanita Beck Don Leonard Mary Crouse 

 John and Vicky Gray Peggy Bates Roy and Anne Bevan 

 Cathy Waitman Wanda Daye Banks and Eulene Shepherd 

 Cliff and Eloise Lopp Doris Frye John Smith 

 Nancy Robbins Butch Bouchard Maxine Lohr 

 Janette Neal and John Potts  

 

 

  LUTHER ODOM, SR.  SUSAN CADWALLADER 

  {Calvin Odom’s Brother}    {Anne Fletcher’s Mother} 

 Roy and Anne Bevan  Aurelia and Jerry Smith 

 J.W. and Betty Bates  Wanda Daye 

 Banks and Eulene Shepherd  Banks and Eulene Shepherd 

 Wanda Daye  Janette Neal and John Potts 

 

 

  

   

 GLADYS SNIDER for her Birthday   PEGGY BATES for her Birthday 
 Heart Sister   John and Vicky Gray 

 

 BANKS & EULENE SHEPHERD for their Anniversary JANIE LOHR 
 Nancy Robbins   Nancy Robbins 

 

 CRAIG & DONNA COE for their Anniversary  MARY BERRIER 
 Nancy Robbins   Heart Sister 

June Memorials 

June Honorariums 
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Ushers:  Chairpersons:  Ramona Yarbrough, Adena Wall and Jeff Hutchens 

Captain:  Tony Peele 

Ushers:   Keri Hartle, Ashlee Snider, Scott Biesecker, Lena Johnson 
 

Plate Attendant:    Joyce Price 

Acolytes:   Kalyssa Hutchens 

Sound Tech:  Calvin Odom 

Adult Joint Sunday School:  Responsible for lesson - - - Men’s Bible Class 

Social:  Host/Hostess:   Lena & Rich Johnson and Sylvia & John Walser 
 

Greeters:   July   3, 2011 Vicky and John Gray 

 July 10, 2011 Lynn and Johnny McCarn 

 July 17, 2011 Doris and Irvin Sink 

 July 24, 2011 Belinda and Eddie Yates 

 July 31, 2011 Dawn and Bob Shaak 

 

Nursery:   July   3, 2011 Beth and Frank Callicutt 

 July 10, 2011 Anne Fletcher, Laura and Katarina 

 July 17, 2011 Nicole and Mark Smith 

 July 24, 2011 Kivi and Edgar Miller 

 July 31, 2011  
 

 

(Alston Brook) Ernie Bonner 

(Carolina House) Micki Smith 

(Piedmont Crossing) Henry & Ernestine Kennedy, Rita Tussey 
 

Mary Crouse, Holton Davis, Paul Tuck, Ronnie Durham, Sadie Bailey, Henry and Juanita Beck, Willie Ruth Leonard, 

Giles Crowell, and Margaret Trexler.  Also, remember Jimmy Grubb (June’s Brother), Mary John Allred (Gray Family), 

Ann Spivey (Carroll Spivey’s Mother), Connie Weichert (Gerri Hill’s Sister), Sandra Fern (Sauni Johnson’s Mother), 

Randy Carter (Wanda Daye’s Son-in-law), Melvin Evans (Paul Freeman’s Uncle), Paul Stevens (Lisa Nelson’s Cousin), 

Terri Evans (Paul Freeman’s Cousin), and Fred Sink.  Also, please remember our men and women serving in the 

Armed Forces.  To add a name to the prayer chain, contact Adena Wall at 249-1904 or the church office at 248-2617. 

 

We express Sympathy to and share Christian hope with… 

Hoyle Potts; Lynn and Mike Brown; Katie, Shane, and Callie Decker; and Sarah and 

Matt Watkins upon the death of their loved one and our friend, Betty Potts. 

Calvin, Susan, Devin and Jonathan Odom upon the death of Calvin’s Brother, Luther Odom, Sr. 

Glenyce, Dave, Chris, Amanda and Webb Fulton upon the death of Glenyce’s Mother, Naomi Hartzog. 

Anne Fletcher, Laura and Katarina Strenk upon the death of Anne’s Mother, Susan Cadwallader. 

JULY STEWARDS 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Minister ·········································· Reverend Robin Keating 
                                     Email: minister@frucc.org, cell #336-250-9554 

Director of Christian Education ·················· Cathy Waitman 

Administrative Asst ············································ Paula Lopp 

Choir Director ················································· Paul Freeman 

Organist ·························································· Lee Ann Peele 

 

SUNDAY SERVICES 

Sunday School ························································ 9:45 a.m. 

Worship Service ··················································· 11:00 a.m. 

Christmas… in July??? 

ñHow can this be?ò Luke 1:34 

In our congregation we often celebrate ―Christmas in July,‖ this year on the date five months away from Christmas Eve! We have fun 

singing carols in the summer and remembering that the birth of Jesus is about more than that one night and the secular celebrations 

that clutter December. We also encourage people to bring boxes of diapers for our local Diaper Bank to support those, like Mary and 

Joseph, who have babies and need some help. 

Christmas in July is also a good opportunity to reflect on the meaning of this story apart from the Christmas crazies of December. 

When Gabriel told Mary she would bear this holy child, her first response was ―How can this be?‖ On so many levels, this event 

seemed impossible. I love Mary’s honesty, because we often have that same response, even in the church, to what we are sure God 

cannot do, or what we are sure we cannot do. Yet, as Mary discovered, if she was a willing partner with God, together they could 

change the world. That’s still true. This July, whether or not your congregation celebrates Christmas, consider all that your church 

might be and do for its members and in its community. Don’t ask Mary’s question with disbelief or sarcasm, but with renewed commit-

ment and energy. ―How can this be? Let’s find out!‖ 

 

Rochelle A. Stackhouse is the Senior Minister of The Church of the Redeemer, United Church of Christ, New Haven, Connecticut.  

July 2011      God is still speaking 

 

 


