Service of Divine Worship

First Sunday After Epiphany Liturgist: Walter Hoffman

We Gather To Serve God In Worship

Prelude “Communion” Dubois
*Chimes Sounding the Hour
*Time of Greeting
Announcements
Choral Call to Worship
Solemn Declaration - - Amen Sung
*Responsive Call to Worship
Liturgist: Gather together people of God, the Lord has something special to give you.

People: We are here, ready to receive and be empowered.
Liturgist: Come and hear the words of faith.

People: We come to follow the Lord with action.

Liturgist: Come, Holy Spirit, come.

People: We are prepared and ready and eager to receive now.

*Hymn “Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation” No. 324

Confession of Sin

*Call to Confession

*Unison Prayer for the Confession of Sin
Merciful God, we fail to remember the importance and meaning of our baptism. We lose
the dimension of our faith that is solely dependent upon you for salvation, preferring
instead to work out our own pathways. Lead us again into the waters of life and cleanse
us with your Holy Spirit. Amen.

*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri

We Proclaim The Word of God

The Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1-5 (Page #1 of Pew Bible)

The Pastoral Prayer and Lord’s Prayer {we pray debts}

Let the Children Come

Anthem “In This Moment of Remembrance” Wood
The Gospel Reading Mark 1:4-11 (Page #910 of Pew Bible)
Sermon “Are We in a Muddle or the Middle of It All?”

We Respond To The Word of God

THE ORDER OF INSTALLATION OF LAY LEADERS

» Elders: Tom Danze, Sauni Johnson, Myra Thompson

Deacons: James Atkinson, Betty Barr, Anne Fletcher

>
» Trustee: Steve Smith
>

Elder Emeriti: Joyce Price and Roy Bevan

Introduction

Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:
Leader:

People:

Affirmation of Ministry is the act whereby a local church of the United Church of Christ
recognizes the diverse gifts of its members. There are different kinds of spiritual gifts,
but the same Spirit gives them.

There are different ways of serving, but the same God is served.

There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives ability to each
of us for our particular service.

The Spirit’s presence is shown in some way in each person for the good of all.
Christ is like a single body, which has many parts.

It is still one body even though it is made up of different parts.

If one part of the body suffers, all the other parts suffer with it, if one part is praised, all
the other parts share its happiness.

All of us are Christ’s body, and each one is a part of it.

Presentation of Leadership and Covenant

*Congregational Response:

We gather in celebration of the joy that is ours to be partners with you in the service of
Jesus Christ. We promise to love you, honor your leadership, and assist you that together
we may be a faithful church of Jesus Christ.

Laying on of Hands

Prayer



Invitation to Give

Giving of Tithes and Offerings
The Offertory

*Our Response “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”

*The Offertory Prayer
Creator, you love us. You hold us close and offer us kisses. Now, O God, we seek to hug

you back. Accept our offering and we pray that you teach us to use it creatively to offer
your love to the world. Amen.

Celebration of Holy Communion

Invitation
Communion Prayer
Leader: May the Creator of heaven and earth be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: People of God, lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them to the One who gave his Heart to heal us.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the One who made everything and called it ‘good’.

People: How right it is to give our thanks and praise to the One who calls us ‘Beloved’.

Leader: Into the shadows of silence .... we join our voices in praise to God

Text and music:  Anon., Argentina
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Leader: Blessedness is God’s nature .... we speak of that mystery we call faith:

All: Bathed in your tears, Christ died for us; washed in the resurrection waters,
Christ rose for us; bringing the waters of life to us, Christ will come again.

Sharing from the Lord’s Table
(Communion Hymn: “Spirit Song”)
O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love,
let Him fill your life and satisfy your soul.
O let him have the things that hold you and his Spirit, like a dove,

will descend upon your life and make you whole.
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy,
lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name.
O give him all your tears and sadness, give him all your years of pain
and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.
Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. Jesus O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving (in unison)
We give thanks, almighty God. You refresh us at your table by granting us the presence
of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and send us
forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

We Go Forth to Serve God

*Hymn “Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” No. 126
*Responsive Call to Dedication
Liturgist: And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall | send, and who will go for us?”
People: Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”
*The Benediction

*Postlude “For the Blessings of the Year” Clark

*THOSE WHO ARE ABLE, PLEASE STAND



Sunday, February 5t will be “Souper” Bowl Sunday. More than 20 years ago “Souper” Bowl of
Caring began with this simple prayer from a single youth group:

“Lord, as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, help us to be mindful of
those without even a bowl of soup to eat.”

Since that day, more than $71 million has been raised for local charities
across the country. After the church service, the children will be stationed
at the church exits with pots to receive your donations. There are so many homeless and hungry
people right here in Davidson County that needs our help. Your donations will be given to local food
banks. Please give generously.

Soup and Sandwich Lunch and
Congregational Meeting

ggﬁgﬁunc?\ On Sunday, February 5% we will be served delicious vegetable soup along
Lunch with sandwiches for lunch immediately following the worship service. Meal
%\“\ donations will assist with support of our Johns River Campers. NOTE:

LEFTOVER SOUP WILL BE SOLD FOR $5.00 A QUART.

Following lunch, the annual business meeting of First
Reformed United Church of Christ will be held. Board chairpersons and
treasurers will give annual reports. All members are encouraged to be a part of e
L. . . MEETING
this important process in the life of our church.

/First Reformed United Church of Christ Members, \

Betty Link, Flower Chairperson, is in the process of filling in the flower chart. Many of you
have a standing date and we thank you for your faithfulness to the flower ministry.
However, there are several open slots. If you would like to donate flowers for a Sunday
service or have a special date that you would like to use (in honor or memory of a loved
one), please contact Betty Link at 956-2507, jlI3@ptmc.net or the church office at 248-
2617, church@frucc.org.

\Note: There are two open dates this month...January 22"% and 29", /

Stephen Ministry

The table below shows a summary of all the caregiver contacts made by our Stephen
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Outstanding!

Ministers from July 29" through November 30, 2011.

Categories of care receivers include shut-ins, hospitalizations, deaths of
congregational members and others. These 143 contacts include 46 phone
calls, 66 visits, 31 others. This totals almost 102 hours in 4 months.
We should all be proud of this new ministry now functioning in our church.

CATEGORY TYPE OF CONTACT MONTH TOTAL
DATE Sick | SHUT-IN OTHER PHONE Visits OTHER CONTACTS MINUTES SPENT
July 2011 X X 2 4 6 280
Aug. 2011 X X X 14 15 29 887
Sept. 2011 X X 10 10 20 463
Oct. 2011 X X X 10 11 16 37 1520
Nov. 2011 X X X 10 26 15 51 2940
PERIOD TO DATE TOTAL 143 6090
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WE WELCOME VISITORS who are attending our service of worship today. EVERYONE is
requested to sign the attendance pad found at the end of each pew. We request visitors also to
note their addresses and telephone numbers. If visitors are interested in learning more about
First Reformed UCC, please contact the church office at 248-2617 or church@frucc.org.

USHERS: J.W. Bates, Brian McKerlie, Denise Durham, Sylvia Walser
PLATE ATTENDANT: Buddy Lohr

ACOLYTES: Laura and Katarina Strenk

GREETERS: Lisa Freeman and Ramona Yarbrough

NURSERY: Nina and Ted Smith

PRAYER CONCERNS: Juanita Beck, Annabelle Studebaker, Ronnie Durham, Sadie Bailey,
Ernie Bonner, Mary Crouse, Holton Davis, Willie Ruth Leonard, Henry Kennedy, Margot Everhart,
Stephen & Glory Tussey, Susan Stier, Judy Guillot, Maria Kattengell, Jimmy Grubb, Evelyn
Smith, Ted Williams, Sterling Hedrick, Jules Bliss, Bunny and Virginia Hill, Ann Spivey, Connie
Weichert, Sandra Fern, Randy Carter, and Paul Stevens. To add a name for prayer, contact
Adena Wall at 249-1904 or the church office.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, January 8 9:45 am------ JOINT ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL {Men’s Bible Class}
10:20 am ------ SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIAL
{Host: Cheryl and Bill Walser, Janette Neal and John Potts}
11:00 am------ WORSHIP SERVICE AND HOLY COMMUNION
ORDINATION/INSTALLATION OF ELDERS AND DEACONS
5:30 pm------ NEw CONSISTORY MEMBERS MEET IN PARLOR
6:00 pm ------ CONSISTORY MEETING
Monday, January 9 6:00 pm------ Men'’s Brotherhood serves meal at the Shelter
6:30 pm------ Board of Christian Education {Chapel Annex}
6:30 pm------ Stephen Ministry (Parlor)
Tuesday, January 10 6:30 pm------ Board of Evangelism Meeting {Parlor}
Wednesday, January 11 7:00 pm------ Choir Practice {Chapel Annex}
Thursday, January 12 5:00 pm------ Trustee Meeting {Parlor}
5:30 pm------ Yoga Class (Downstairs)
Sunday, January 15 9:45 am------ SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES FOR EVERYONE
11:00 am------ WORSHIP SERVICE AND KID’S CLUB
1/1/12 Attendance & Income Needed Weekly YTD Received
90 $2,377 $5,778 $2,377

CHURCH STAFF

Reverend Robin Keating (Office #336-248-2617, Cell #336-250-9554)
Cathy Waitman, Director of Christian Ed Paul Freeman, Choir Director
Lee Ann Peele, Organist Paula Lopp, Administrative Asst

First Reformed
United Church of Christ

Where People Discover - - -
The Love of God

The Power to Love Others
The Ability to Love Ourselves

A Stephen Ministry Congregation

104 East Center Street AP Office (336) 248-2617
Lexington, NC 27292 w email — church@frucc.org
Website www.frucc.org w facebook.com/firstreformeducc

Sunday, January 8, 2012
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