Our Christmas Eve Offering will go to The
Christmas Fund of the UCC, formerly known as
Veterans of the Cross. This fund provides direct
financial support to retired and current clergy and
their families who face financial hardships by
supplementing retirement accounts and health
. A insurance premiums and providing Emergency
' h‘% grants and Christmas "Thank You" gifts.

ISSUrely /== =4 There is a growing number of retired clergy whose
¢ low-income annuities make it difficult to meet
increasing living costs. Many UCC clergy serve
small congregations with few financial resources.
This fund helps ministers, who have served and
shepherded faithfully, to weather the storms
of unexpected disaster, illness, or other unforeseen
circumstances that create financial need. Please
give as you are able to this ministry of compassion
and care.
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In 2017, gifts to the Christmas Fund enabled...

e Small pension supplementation for 424 retired

clergy, lay employees, and surviving
spouses/partners,

e Health benefits supplementation for 210 retired
clergy, lay employees, and surviving
spouses/partners,

o Emergency grants for 384 servants of the church.

e Christmas “Thank You” gift checks to 477 retired
clergy, lay employees, and their surviving
spouses/partners.

Please give as you are able to this ministry of
compassions and care. Special Envelopes will be
available Christmas Eve. If you'd like to donate
earlier, write “The Christmas Fund” on the memo
line of your check.
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Where People Discover. ..
The Love of God
The Power to Love Others
The Ability to Love Ourselves
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11:00Am

We are an Open and Affirming Congregation of the United Church of Christ.

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here.

Welcome! If you are visiting with us, please fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate when
passed. If you would like to request prayer for yourself or someone else, Prayer Request Cards can
be found on the backs of the pews, as well. Childcare for infants through Kindergarten is offered.
Hearing devices are available. Please let an usher know if you need assistance.

* PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

The Worship of God
Third Sunday of Advent

Gather

Prelude Bluegrass Musicians
*Chimes
Welcome and Announcements Elizabeth Horton

*Call to Worship
Leader: Sing praises to God on high, for glorious are God’s works!

People: Sing praises to the ends of the earth.
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Leader: Shout and sing for joy, O people of God!
All: For great is the Holy One in our midst,

Blessed is the One who comes to dwell among us.

*Hymn “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”

*Invocation

Lighting the Advent Candles of Joy and Love

People: Fill us with your joy and light.

Make the world so calm and bright.

Presenting the Symbols “The Hand of God” and “The Angel”

Insert

June Grubb

People: God loves us so much that Jesus was sent to be our Savior. We are grateful

for a God who loves us enough to provide all our needs.

Prayers of the People

Congregational Response “Christ, Be Our Light”

Elizabeth Horton

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to You.

Make us your own, your holy people, light for the world to see.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.

Let us be servants to one another, signs of your kingdom come.

Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness.

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today.

Invitation to Give Our Tithes and Offerings
Offertory
*Doxology

Elizabeth Horton
Bluegrass Musicians
VENI EMMANUEL

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost.

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

*Prayer of Dedication

June Grubb

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

“Glory ta Ged in the highest, and on earth peace” — Luke 2:14 NIV
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1. Hark! the her - ald an - gels sing, “Glo - ry to the new-bomn King;
2. Christ, by high - est heav'n a-dored, Christ, the ev - er -last- ing Lord:
3. Hail the heav'n- born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness!
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Peace on earth, and mer - cy mild; God and sin - ners rec - on- ciled.”
Late in time, be -hold Him come, Off - spring of a vir-gin’s womb.

Light and life to all He brings, Ris'n with heal - ing in His wings.
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Joy - ful, all e 1na- tions, rise, Join the tri-umph of the skies;

Veiled in  flesh the God-head see, Hail th'in- car- nate De - i - tyl
Mild He lays His glo - 1y by, Born that man no more may die,
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With an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, “Christ is bormn in Beth- le- hem!”
Pleased as man with men to dwell, Je - sus out Im- man-u - el

Born to raise the sons of earth, Born to give them sec-ond birth.
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Hark! the her- ald an- gels sing, “Glo- ry to the new-born King.”
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WORDS: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt. George Whitefield, 1714-1770 MENDELSSOHN

MUSIC: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H, Cummings, 1831-1915 7.7.7.7.D. with Refrain



Proclaim

Choir Cantata ‘Rhapsody in Bluegrass: A Christmas Jubilee” Insert

Respond

*Call to Discipleship June Grubb

Liturgist: And | heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Who will go for us and bring joy and love
into the world?”
People: Then | said, “Here am I! Send me.”

*Benediction & Blessing
*Taking the Light into the World

*Choral Benediction

Elizabeth Horton

Bluegrass Musicians
*Passing the Peace
{Please greet those around you with a sign of God’s Peace}

*Postlude

You are invited to join the Intercessory Prayer Circle at the front of the sanctuary after worship.

Please join us for the Congregational Meal in the Fellowship Hall.

HYMNS USED IN THE BULLETIN ARE REPRINTED WITH PERMISSION UNDER ONELICENSE.NET (LICENSE #A-720854)
AND/OR FROM THE NEW CENTURY HYMNAL, COPYRIGHT © 1995 THE PILGRIM PRESS.
PERMISSION IS GRANTED FOR THIS ONE-TIME USE OR COPYRIGHT © 1990 WESTMINSTER/JOHN KNOX PRESS THE
PRESBYTERIAN HYMNAL: HYMNS, PSALMS, AND SPIRITUAL SONGS, OR ARE PUBLIC DOMAIN

ADDITIONAL CHRISMON DONATIONS:

In Honor of Mike Hooper
Given by Bonita Hooper

In Honor of Mary Johnson
Given by Keith & Alisa Johnson

In Honor of Margie & VVogen Everhart
Given by Cathy, Mike, Joey & Mark

TREE OF ANGELS

Donations for The Tree of “Angels” in the
breezeway of the Education Building can still
be made. To place an angel on the tree in
honor or memory of someone, please contact
the church office. Donations will assist with
year-end benevolences. (carolyn@frucc.org or
336-248-2617)

ATTENTION...

CURRENT COLLEGE STUDENTS!

It is time to apply for the Hinkle, Sink, Swing
Scholarship. Applications are available in the
church office or can be emailed by contacting
paula@frucc.org. Applications should be

completed and back in the office by
DECEMBER 31, 2018.

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES {DECEMBER 9-22}

BIRTHDAYS

December 12 Donna Coe
December 14 Merle Hodges
December 15 Janelle Bunn
December 18 Ruth Fritts

ANNIVERSARIES

December 15 Vogen & Margie Everhart
December 18 Doug & Barbara Sink
December 19 Lee & Mary Jo Jessup




THE WHITE POINSETTIA ON THE ALTAR
THIS MONTH is given to the glory of God and
in loving memory of Lori Lopp Floyd; given by
the Cliff Lopp Family.

Thank You for Serving Our Church
LITURGIST: June Grubb
PLATE ATTENDANT: John Potts
SOUND TECHNICIAN: Jeremy Peterson
USHER CHAIRPERSON: Jeff Hutchens
USHER CAPTAIN: Rich Johnson
USHERS: Frank Callicutt, Ron Hutcheson,
Doris Sink
YOUTH USHER: Mary Lloyd Callicutt
ACOLYTE: Abbie Callicutt
BIBLE STEWARD: Annabelle Callicutt
GREETERS: Mike & Bonita Hooper
NURSERY {INFANTS-KINDERGARTEN}:
NO NURSERY THIS WEEK

RS

< A wall unit changing table is located in our
handicapped restroom {through left door at the
chancel.}

RS

« A comfort area with rocking chair, monitor and
speaker is available if you need to leave the
sanctuary to calm or soothe a baby or young
child {through left or right door at chancel.}

Our Church at Prayer

PRAYER CONCERNS: Remember those in
the Armed Forces. To add a name to the prayer
list please fill out a prayer request card located
in the backs of the pews, contact Ben Hale
(benjaminhale08@comcast.net or 704-772-
6908) or call the church office (336-248-2617).

CHURCH MEMBERS: Tammy Rhodes, Bill
Walser, Janelle Bunn, Vogen Everhart, Peggy
Bates, Margot Everhart, Lib & Jimbo Hinkle,
Marzell Crotts, Jo Hudson, Valerie Price, Ruth
Fritts, Rita Tussey, Hoyle Potts, Doris Flynt,
James Everhart

OUR FRIENDS: Eric Cole (son of visitor, Jill
Cole, in training for Border Patrol in New
Mexico), Charm Ketner, Harold Holste (Alane
Holste’s father), Boyd & Bonnie Perry (Friends
of Frankie Hedrick), Kathe Everhart (Frankie
Hedrick’s sister-in-law), Jeanette Ingle (Friend
of Bill & Cheryl Walser), Chris Greene (Michell
Winter's step-brother), Virginia Hill (Cathy
Waitman’s mother), Laura Williams (Carolyn
Robbins’ mother), David Combs (Friend of
Open Hands), Noriko Shaw and the Family of
Heather & Joe Surrett (Friends of Mike & Lynn
Brown), Clifford Beane (Neighbor of Lee &
Ellen Bouchard), Brian Arensman (Keith
Johnson’s friend and co-worker), John Haydon
(Friend of Kivi Miller), Dan Smith (Brother of
Steve and Jerry Smith), Eddie Wray (Friend of
Lisa Nelson), Lynn Younts (Friend of Susie
Smith), Eliza Paris (Friend of Sylvia Walser's
granddaughter)

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Sunday, December 16
11:00AM — WORSHIP: 3°° SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Cantata:
RHAPSODY IN BLUEGRASS:
A CHRISTMAS JUBILEE

12:00pm  Congregational Lunch

and Twelve Days of Christmas Program

Monday, December 17
6:30pM  Open Hands Ministry Meal {FH}

Wednesday, December 19
7:15PM  Adult Choir {Chapel Annex}

Thursday, December 20
5:30PM  Yoga {Parlor}
7:00pm  Square Dancing {FH}

Friday, December 21
5:30pM Church-wide Christmas Caroling &
Pizza/Hot Chocolate Supper

Saturday, December 22
11-12:00 and 2-3:00
Pork Loin pick up

Sunday, December 23

SUNDAY ScHoOL
Youth — Practice for Christmas Program
Adults —Studying Romans {Parlor}

11:00AM — WORSHIP: 4™ SUNDAY OF ADVENT
YouTH NATIVITY PROGRAM:
“CHRIST THE SAVIOR IS BORN”

Monday, December 24
8:00PM CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT AND
COMMUNION SERVICE {SANCTUARY}

CHRISTMAS FUND OFFERING

2019 Offering Envelopes
will be available for pickup
in the Narthex beginning
Sunday, December 16th

NEWSLETTER SUMISSIONS

If you have any announcements, articles,
pictures, or reports that you would like to
include in the January 2019 Newsletter,
please submit them to the office by December
21%. You can send these by email to
carolyn@frucc.org or bring a copy by the
office.

DECEMBER 21% CAROLING & PIZZA
Those who would like to join in the Church-
wide Caroling and Pizza supper, please
contact the office by DECEMBER 18™.
Caroling will begin about 5:30 before a pizza
and hot chocolate supper in the Fellowship
Hall.

CANDLELIGHT SERVICE AND HOLY
COMMUNION

Our annual Candlelight and Holy Communion
service will be held at 8:00pM on Monday,
December 24"

HOLIDAYS FOR THE CHURCH OFFICE
The church office will be closed on Tuesday,
Detgember 25" and Wednesday, December
26"




HAPS ODY!
BLULGRASS

AChristmas Jubilee

By Joseph M. Martin
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December 16, 2018
11:00am

We welcome our guest musicians and their talents that add to the music
from “Rhapsody in Bluegrass: A Christmas Jubilee!”

This year’s gift of music is a celebration of pure Christmas joy inspired by
American folk song, bluegrass, gospel, hymn and traditional musical styles.
Come along on a Christmas journey from prophecy to proclamation.



‘Rhapsody in Bluegrass”

A Christmas Jubilee
By JOSEPH M. MARTIN

“Hear the Wondrous Story”
Words by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Tunes: INVITATION and BEACH SPRING Arranged by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Come and hear the wondrous story of a Light born long ago.
From the courts of heaven'’s glory, came the Christ to earth below.
Born the hope of every nation, born the joy of every heart,
Jesus, Light of all creation, He’s the bright and morning star!

Gather friends and join the singing. Let the music soar on high.
There are angels ‘round us winging, bringing glory to the sky;
Singing glory in the highest, singing glory to the Lamb.

Come and join with heaven’s brightest. Christ is born in Bethlehem.

Love divine, all love’s excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down.
Fix in us Thy humble dwelling. All Thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, Thou art all compassion. Pure, unbounded love Thou art.
Visit us with Thy salvation. Enter every longing heart.

Come all people, lift your voices. Cast away all doubt and fear.
Clap your hands. Make joyful noises. Heaven now is drawing near.
Let us all join hands together. Come to heaven’s jubilee.
Learn the song that lasts forever. Set your alleluias free.
Alleluia!

“The King Shall Come”
Words by JOHN BROWNLIE
Tune: CLEANSING FOUNTAIN arranged by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Soloist: John Maze

The King shall come when morning dawns and light triumphant breaks;
When beauty gilds the eastern hills, and life to joy awakes;
When beauty gilds the eastern hills, and life to joy awakes.

The King shall come when morning dawns, and life to joy awakes.

O brighter than that glorious morn shall this fair morning be,
When Christ, our king in beauty comes, and we His face shall see.
When Christ, our king in beauty comes, and we His face shall see.

O brighter than that glorious morn shall this fair morning be.

The King shall come when morning dawns, and light and beauty brings.
“Hail, Christ, the Lord!” Thy people pray.
“O, come quickly, King of kings.”
“Come quickly, King of kings.”
The King shall come when morning dawns. Amen.



‘Star of Promise, Light of Glory”

Words by JOSEPH M. MARTIN with additional words by CHARLES WESLEY

Tune: WARRENTON The Sacred Harp arranged by BRAD NIX

Star of Promise, Light of glory, come and shine for evermore.
Prophets have foretold the story. Soon our longing eyes will see the Lord.

There’s a great joy a-comin’. Unto us a Child is given.
Alleluia! Praise the Lord!

Star of Promise, rise before us. Burn away our doubt and fear.
Come in power. Heal, restore us. Wipe away each falling tear.

There’s a great joy a-comin’. Unto us a Child is given.
Alleluia! Praise the Lord!

Light divine, all lights surpassing, make in us a sacred space.
Shine in us the everlasting. Wake in us the hope of grace.

Long the world has walked in sadness; yearning for a bright new day.
Now the dawn brings sounds of gladness. Morning breaks with golden ray.

Light of the world, Light of the world, Jesus, Light of the world!

Come, Thou long-expected Jesus; born to set Thy people free.
From our fears and sins release us. Let us find our joy in Thee.

There’s a great joy a-comin’. Unto us a Child is given.
Alleluia! Praise the Lord of lords!
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Praise the Lord!

“A Morning Star Will Rise”
Words and Music by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Faithful seekers, watch and pray. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Clear the path; prepare the way. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
There is promise for tomorrow, though the night is cold and dark.
Hope, come drive away our sorrows. We are looking for the Morning Star.

People, search the eastern sky. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
God is sending us a sign. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
God will fill the earth with wonder. Peace will rule in every heart.
Love will shake the world like thunder. We are praying for the Morning Star.

Come, O come, Emmanuel. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Ransom captive Israel. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Come and fill us with Your love. Lift our longing eyes above.
See the glorious Star is rising, rising, rising, rising with the dawn.

Sing and shout, the day is here. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Joy will wipe away each tear. Soon a Morning Star will rise.
Let the earth break forth with singing, every nation near and far; every hill and valley ringing.
We are reaching for the Morning Star.
We are reaching for the Morning Star.



“Mary Went A-Riding”
Words and Music by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Soloist: Glenyce Fulton

O gentle Mary, full of grace, your arms will hold a Son;

And He will rest in your embrace and know a mother’s love, and know a mother’s love.

Sweet Mary went a-riding one cold and frosty night,
With Joseph, her beloved, and filled with holy Light.
To Bethlehem they traveled, though she was in travail.
The silver stars were shining upon the dusty trail.

Listen. Listen. Hear the cold wind blow.

The road to David’s city was paved with many tears.
In faith, they walked with courage, and put aside their fears.
The faithful couple traveled beneath a winter sky;

And trusted through the shadows that God would be their guide.

Listen. Listen. Hear the cold wind blow.

And then, on the horizon, arose a blessed sight.
King David’s town was waiting, and bathed in golden light!
The promise of the journey would soon be coming true.
They both would hold a Savior, and He would hold them, too.

Listen. Listen. Hear the cold wind blow.
Listen. Listen. Hear the cold wind blow.

Hear the cold wind blow. Hear the cold wind blow. Hear the cold wind blow.
Hear the cold wind blow. Hear the cold wind blow. Hear the cold wind blow.

Hear the cold wind blow. Hear the cold wind blow.

“O Little Town”

Words by PHILLIPS BROOKS
Music by TOM LOUGH arranged by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Soloists: Walter Hoffman and Clifton Murphy

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!
Above they deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.
Yet in they dark streets shineth the everlasting Light.
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight, are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary, mild, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.
O morning stars, together now proclaim the holy birth,

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv'n!
So, God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heav'n, the blessings of His heav'n.

O Holy Child of Bethlehem descend to us, we pray.
Cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels now the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel.
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel, our Lord Emmanuel.
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ere Comes the Light”
Words and Music by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Here comes the Light. Here comes the Light. Good-bye to darkness, good-bye to night!
Down in Bethlehem the stars are shining bright. Oh, glory hallelujah, children, here comes the Light!

Look to heaven! Here comes the Light. Dawn is breaking. Here comes the Light.
Sing to the nations. Sing jubilation. Children are you ready? Ready, here comes the Light.

Oh, children, here comes the Light. Here comes the Light.
Good-bye to darkness, good-bye to night!
Down in Bethlehem the stars are shining bright. Oh, glory hallelujah, children, here comes the Light!
Glory hallelujah, children here comes the Light! Here comes the Light!

My Lord, what a morning! My, Lord, what a morning.
Oh, my Lord, what a morning, when the bells of Christmas ring!
My Lord, what a morning. My Lord, what a morning.
My Lord what a morning, when the bells of Christmas ring.

Look to heaven! Here comes the Light. Dawn is breaking. Here comes the Light.
Sing to the nations. Sing jubilation. Children are you ready? Ready, here comes the Light.
Oh, children, here comes the Light.

Here comes the Light. Good-bye to darkness, good-bye to night!

Down in Bethlehem the stars are shining bright.

Oh, glory hallelujah, children, here comes the Light!

Light! Light! Light! Light! Light!

Oh, children, here comes the Light. Here comes the Light.
Good-bye to darkness, good-bye to night! Down in Bethlehem the stars are shining bright.
Oh, glory hallelujah, children, here comes the Light!
Oh, glory hallelujah, children. Hallelujah! Here comes the Light!
Here comes the Light, the Light!

“4 Christmas Answer”

Words by WILLIAM C. DIX
Music by JOSEPH M. MARTIN Incorporating Tune: O WALY, WALY

Soloists: Ellen Peterson and Carolyn Robbins

What Child is this, upon the straw, near Mary’s heart is sleeping;
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, and while the shepherds their watch are keeping?

What Child is this, What Child is this, upon the straw, upon the straw,
Where gentle lambs, where gentle lambs are feeding; are feeding;
The promised Son, the promised Son, the Holy One? the Holy One?
Is this the Savior, is this the One our world redeeming, redeeming?

This, this is Jesus Christ the King, whom shepherds guard,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing.
Come now and worship, come now and worship Him with song,
With praise and laud, the precious Son of Mary.

Joy to the world, joy to the world
The Lord is come, the Lord is come.
Let earth receive, let earth receive her glorious King.
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
For Christ is born, yes, Christ is born, the son of Mary,
Joy to the world, the son of Mary.
Joy to the world, the son of Mary,
Joy to the world, the Son of Mary.
Joy to the world, the Son of Mary.



“A Little Light Was Born”
Words and Music by JOSEPH M. MARTIN

Soloist: Kelly Greathouse

Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem.
Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem.

Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem. Oh, Jesus is the Light of the world.

Oh, a Li’l song was born in the hush of night.
Oh, a Ii’l song was born in the hush of night.

Oh, a Ii'l song was born in the hush of night; Oh, Jesus is the Light of the world.

Into the darkness,
Oh, a Ii’l Light was born. Oh, a Ii’l Light was born.
Oh, into our empty hearts; Oh, a little love was born;
Into our silence,
Came a song of peace and joy.
Oh, a Ii’l Light was born, Ii'l Light was born.
Li’l Light was born, Ii'l Light was born, Ii’l Light was born in Bethlehem.
Oh, a Ii'l Light was born in Bethlehem.

Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem.
Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem.

Oh, a Ii’l Light was born down in Bethlehem. Oh, Jesus is the Light of the world.

Alleluia! Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem;
Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem;
Oh, a Ii'l Light was born down in Bethlehem.
Oh, Jesus in the Light. Jesus is the Light.
Oh, Jesus is the Light of the world; Light of the world!

Ellen Peterson, DIRECTOR

MUSICIANS
Robert Bohinski, GUITAR
Mark Dillon, MANDOLIN
Greyson Leybourne, BANJO
Christen Blanton Mack, FIDDLE
Ryan Mack, BASS
Lee Ann Peele, PIANO

Rev. Dr. Lee Jessup, NARRATOR

CHOIR
SOPRANO:

Sherry Bonner, Glenyce Fulton, Mary Jo Jessup,

Paula Lopp, Camille Morgan, Lib Sink
ALTO:

Kelly Greathouse, Harriette Murphy, Lisa Nelson,
Carolyn Robbins, Cathy Waitman
TENOR:

John Maze, Clifton Murphy, Eddie Yates
BASS:

Water Hoffman, Mike Price, Lindsay Sink



