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“Give thanks in all circumstances.” 

I Thessalonians 5:18  

  

At the beginning of March, Robert Wilson 

began as our interim organist. Quite frankly, 

we didn’t know how worship would be  

without Lee Ann Peele at the keys. And 

then God sent Robert. After only one       

service in the sanctuary, Covid hit and our 

services went online. Again, we were left 

unsure about the future.  And yet, Robert 

has done a tremendous job providing     

music in worship and also adapting to the 

ever-changing circumstances; not only by    

playing the organ, but recording himself 

doing so, and teaching us about hymns 

and the church’s organ along the way. 

Robert has been exactly who this church 

needed during this season of virtual         

services.  And we have been reassured of a 

simple, yet, sometimes hard to believe    

tenet of our faith: God will always           

provide. We will need to keep this in mind 

over the next couple of months, as our   

season with Robert will end on December 

31 of this year. Below are his own words   

describing his decision not to renew his  

contract.   

  

“First, for a long time, I have felt the call of 

God on my heart for pastoral ministry. I am 

most at peace when I am offering my     

service to God in pastoral ministry. With 

that, I feel that I must answer this call, so 

that I am pursuing what I feel God has laid 

on my heart. I shared this calling with       

Elizabeth when I first came, and a few 

nights ago, I shared this sentiment again.   

  

Second, I want to be very clear that I have 

enjoyed my time here. This has been a most 

gracious congregation to serve and work 

among. The people are warm, welcoming, 

and gracious. The organ is fantastic. This 

church has been as much a blessing to me, 

as I hope I have been to it.  The people 

here are amazing, and I can certainly see 

the spirit of God at work in this place.   

  

Third, both Ellen and Elizabeth have been 

wonderful to work with. Elizabeth has tried 

to create authentic worship experiences, 

and Ellen and I have worked closely         

together to make these visions a reality. In 

addition, Ellen and I have worked well to 

maintain music for the digital services and 

other events that the church has had need 

of. It has been an honor to serve alongside 

both of them.  

  

Finally, I thank each and every one of you 

for the amazing opportunity that I have had 

to grow and blossom here. God is at work in 

this place, and just as he sent me to you, he 

will provide a path forward from here.   

Transitions are never easy, but when God is 

present, ministry will take place. God has a 

purpose in all things, and there is a purpose 

even in this transitory season. Again, I     

cannot thank you enough for the amazing 

opportunity to have been your interim      

organist.”  

  

We give thanks for Robert’s ministry among 

us.    
 

We give thanks that he is following the call 

of God in his life for pastoral ministry.  
 

We give thanks, in these circumstances, 

that God will continue to provide for us all.  

 

 
Elizabeth 



 

If you are searching for a place to experience God’s wondrous and inclusive love, we in-

vite you to join us at First Reformed United Church of Christ in Lexington, NC.  
 

Following the example of Jesus, we believe that God’s love, Christ’s church, and the pow-

er of the Holy Spirit are for all people. We believe our unity as one body in Christ   trans-

cends worldly differences. No matter who you are or where  you  are  on  life’s  journey,  

you  are welcome here.    
 

First Reformed United Church of Christ is an Open and Affirming congregation. This means 

we welcome into the full life and ministry of the church all people, regardless of ability, 

age, education, ethnicity, family or marital status, gender identity or expression, income, 

nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, or any  other distinction. At the 

baptismal font and at the communion table, from the nursery cribs to the church  leader-

ship, whether you were raised in a church or have never before attended one, you are 

welcome here.     
 

We affirm and celebrate the diversity of God’s children as a blessing. We welcome you to 

First Reformed United Church of Christ.   

WELCOMING STATEMENT 

OCTOBER MEMORIALS AND HONOR GIFTS 

IN MEMORY OF BILL WALSER 
 

Lynn Klopp 

The Brice Leonard Family 

Robert & Ramona Phelps 

Jerry & Aurelia Smith 

 

 

IN MEMORY OF BUDDY HEDRICK 
(FRANKIE HEDRICK’S HUSBAND) 

 

Cliff & Paula Lopp 

Jerry & Patti Lovell 

Katherine Skipper 

Jerry & Aurelia Smith 

Billy & Stacy Sosebee West 

IN MEMORY OF DAVID KOONTZ 
(JORETTA KOONTZ’S HUSBAND) 

 

Jerry & Patti Lovell 
 

 
 

IN HONOR OF JAMES GRAY’S 
NOVEMBER 27TH BIRTHDAY 

 

John & Vicky Gray 

 

 

 

 

The children and youth of our church provided a wonderful virtual worship service for   

Children’s Sabbath on October 18th. We appreciate all of them sharing their talents and 

love of God through such a meaningful service! We especially thank Stacy Sosebee-West 

for her leadership and organization of all the parts that came together so well for the final 

product. Thank you also, to all parents who helped their children and youth practice and 

learn their parts and record them for the virtual service. 

CHILDREN’S SABBATH 2020 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Elizabeth Horton was presented this 

plaque at the beginning of the virtual     

Western North Carolina Association meeting 

that was held the weekend of October 16-

17.  
 

Dr. Davis wanted someone in each             

Association to be recognized for continuous 

leadership, even in the midst of the          

pandemic. He charged each Associate 

Conference Minister with choosing someone 

in their perspective association who had 

demonstrated leadership during the         

pandemic. Elizabeth was chosen for her   

outstanding continuous leadership during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 

The plaques were obtained by the Confer-

ence but Dr. Davis wanted them presented 

in each Association meeting, since that    

person represented their work within.   
 

Congratulations, Rev. Horton, for your      

continued efforts to allow us worship           

together while apart. We appreciate your 

faithfulness to our congregation! 

CONGRATULATIONS, REV. HORTON! 

SAYING GOOD-BYE TO OUR  

ASSOCIATE PASTOR OF  FAITH FORMATION 

Rev. Susan Morris has served faithfully since 

the beginning of 2020. She has especially 

brought unison to our church’s youth and 

children’s groups, even during the time of 

Covid-19 when these groups were only 

able to meet virtually.  

 

While she is not saying good-bye as a 

member of our church, October 30, 2020 is 

her last day as our Associate Pastor of Faith 

Formation. We wish you the best, Rev.     

Susan! 

 

Dear Church Family: 

You all are amazing and wonderful. I am 

thankful that I have had the opportunity of 

serving alongside you as the                   

Associate Pastor of Faith Formation over 

this past year. And what a year it has 

been with all the challenges of COVID 19. 

Thank you for all the support you have 

given me. I have enjoyed being part of 

this incredible ministry.  

Peace, 

Susan    



 

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS  

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1st! 
 

DON’T FORGET  

to turn your clocks  

BACK ONE HOUR 

before you go to bed on  

Saturday, October 31st! 
 

 

VOLUNTEER TO HELP WITH SUNDAY 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

If you would like to participate in online 

worship by videoing yourself reading scrip-

ture or passing the peace of Christ, please 

let us know.  Rev. Horton would love to 

have as many faces as possible present for 

our services. If you’re interested, please 

contact Rev. Horton or the church office. 
Please click HERE for a Sign-Up Sheet. 
 
 

2021 TIME & TALENT SHEETS AND 

PLEDGE CARDS 
Both the 2021 Time and Talent Sheet and 

2021 Pledge Cards were mailed out        

October 22. Please complete both and   

return them to the church office as soon as 

possible. 2021 committees are formed by 

your responses to the categories on the 

Time & Talent Sheet. This information is   

helpful for Consistory Chairpersons to have 

by their first meeting in January 2021.  
 

You will find a copy of these forms in  the 

back of this newsletter. Please complete 

the Time & Talent Sheet and drop it off by 

the office, mail it into the office or call the 

office and the staff can mark your prefer-

ences over the phone. We also ask that you 

consider faithfully and prayerfully how you 

can contribute to the church’s financial   

responsibilities for 2021 as you complete 

your Pledge Card. Neither of these repre-

sents a permanent commitment. Choices 

may be revised by contacting the church 

office. 

2020 Homecoming  
and Memorial Sunday 

November 1st, 2020 
 
 

Invite family and friends to join us virtually on 

Facebook or YouTube to hear members of 

our church share their favorite memories 

and special stories. There will also be a short 

hymn sing. We will memorialize all members 

who are no longer with us during worship. 

Some special music will definitely be  includ-

ed in our celebration.  
 
 

MEETINGS IN THE CHURCH BUILDING 
Meetings in the church Fellowship Hall may 

be held, but the following guidelines MUST 

be followed: 
• The church office must be notified sever-

al days prior to using the building to 

avoid  conflicts and to make sure air/

heat are left on for you. 

• Meetings must be limited to 10 or fewer   
people. 

• You should use the tables set up as they 

are at the back of the Fellowship Hall.  

• Face masks must be worn by all partici-

pants. 

• Participants must practice social distanc-
ing. 

• Tables must be wiped down with a 

Clorox solution and chairs must be 

sprayed with the solution and left to dry. 

All supplies will be available in the Fellow-

ship Hall. Please return supplies to their 

original location on the table in the back 

of the room. PLEASE ASSIGN SOMEONE 
TO BE RESPONSIBLE FOR CLEANING       

TABLES AND CHAIRS. 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS   

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050F44ABAE28A7FE3-read


 

THANK YOU NOTES 

Dear Members of First Reformed UCC, 
 

It has been hard to say good-bye, but it is now 

time for me to go to a like-new apartment at 

Abernethy Laurels. I have felt your love and 

concern as I struggled through my grief. I have 

enjoyed getting to know many of you.  I will be 

back to visit as long as I can (or should) drive. 

My prayer shawl will be with me in my new 

home. Thank you so much. You are always wel-

come to visit me. Take good care of yourselves! 

We will get through this pandemic. Treasure 

your pastors and staff! 
 

With love, 

Gennie Lou Byerly 

500 Shuford Circle Drive, Newton, NC  

(cell phone: 336-225-2870) 

 

Dear First Reformed UCC,  
 

Thanks for supporting our school and our stu-

dents. Your donation is greatly appreciated. “It 

takes a village to raise a child.” (African Prov-

erb) Thank you for being part of our village. 
 

Love, 

Beth Callicutt, Principal 

and Charles England Family 

Dear First Reformed UCC, 
 

We just wanted to say thank you so much for 

your continued support of our backpack pro-

gram. We understand that this is an unprece-

dented time, but you all continue to bless the 

community and we do not take it for granted. 

May God continue to bless you all who contin-

ue to bless others. 
 

Mrs. Waller  

and the Charles England Family 

 

 

First Reformed UCC Consistory, 
 

I am so incredibly grateful for your generosity. In 

these unprecedented times, I am honored that 

I have been able to assist in sharing our mes-

sages with our members and the community. 

Thank you for your gift. I am truly blessed! 

 

Ellen Peterson 

BOARD OF WORSHIP & SACRAMENT 
Raeann Allred and Deanna Michael  

We had 34 people come to Walk-Thru 

Worldwide Communion on Sunday,       

October 5th in the Chapel. Reverend    

Horton and Reverend Grubb administered 

a very personalized communion to each 

person/family. Thank you to Raeann Allred, 

Lynn Brown, Vickie Gray, Lena Johnson 

and  Clifton Murphy along with Reverends 

Horton and Grubb for providing a safe, 

masked and social distanced way to re-

ceive communion. 
 

Reverend Horton will continue Wednesday 

Worship services  at 7:00PM  through Novem- 

ber. Volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  as  

ushers.   If   you   would    like   to  volunteer 

please contact Raeann Allred at 336-309-

2292 or raeannb89@gmail.com or Carolyn 

Robbins in the church office at 336-248-

2617 or carolyn@frucc.org. You may sign 

up for this worship service online HERE or 

by contacting the church office.  

 

Thank you to Chris and Raeann Allred, 

Buddy Lohr, Cliff and Paula Lopp, Smithie 

Parrish and John Smith for serving as ushers 

during Wednesday Worship services in  

October.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f44abae28a7fe3-prayers


 

If you missed any of our worship services since we began sharing these,  it’s still not too 

late to watch them. All services are available on our Facebook or YouTube pages. Visit  

either one to find the Sunday you missed. 

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT! 

LINKS & ZOOM MEETING INFORMATION 

WORSHIP ONLINE AT 10:45 on our YOUTUBE 

CHANNEL HERE or our FACEBOOK PAGE HERE! 

 

JOIN THE ADULT BIBLE STUDY via Zoom HERE!  

(Meeting ID: 899 1141 8582 Passcode: 

793724)  

 

SIGN UP FOR 7:00PM WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 

ONLINE HERE. 

 

ADULT BOOK STUDY on “Evangelicals” via 

Zoom HERE.   

(Meeting ID: 836 9173 5429      

Passcode: 262712     Dial in by your          

location: +1 929 205 6099) 

 

2CFAR MEETINGS via Zoom HERE! 

(Meeting ID: 873 4191 8684     Passcode: 

222495) 

 

Hello, I am Peggy Bailey Bates.  Rita Lohr, 

from the Homecoming Committee,  asked 

me to share a few memories about our 

church.   
 

I was born on June 22, 1932.  My parents 

were members of our church, and I was 

baptized on October 30, 1932 by Dr. J.C. 

Leonard.  I grew up in our church, being in 

Sunday school and church. As a teen some 

of our youth went to the Methodist Church 

for their youth meeting.  I joined that church 

and married Ed Bates at the Methodist 

Church.  
 

Ed did not want to come to the Methodist 

Church. He had gotten out of the Navy and 

had not attended church. He said he 

would go to the First Reformed Church    

because all his family and my family were 

members there. We talked to Rev. Peeler 

and he accepted us one day in the     

sanctuary. I told people Ed and I came in 

the door running, as we got involved in  

Sunday  School,  choir,  circle,  men’s meet- 

ings and ball games. I taught Sunday 

school in Kindergarten with my late dear 

friend Pat  Potts.  
 

Marguerite Leonard was secretary for the 

Church and a wonderful organist. She 

wanted to quit being the secretary.  Rev. 

Schaffer was the minister, and he asked me 

if I wanted the job. I accepted and was 

there when we moved in our Educational 

Facility. I quit and Paula Lopp took my 

place.  
 

Marguerite was also the president of the 

Morning Glory Circle, which she also passed 

on to me. Barbara Schaffer, wife of Rev. 

Schaffer, suggested that the Morning Glory 

circle have a dinner and bazaar to raise 

money for the new Education Building we 

were building.  I was the President.  This was 

a big event.  We had people all lined up 

East Center Street, and we ran out of food.  
 

I miss our church. My life has changed. 

Thanks for the DVD services.  May God bless 

each of you. 

REFLECTIONS FOR HOMECOMING 2020 
Peggy Bailey Bates 

https://www.facebook.com/firstreformeducc/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHfZFOjObXH_bR8E-UG_gTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHfZFOjObXH_bR8E-UG_gTA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCHfZFOjObXH_bR8E-UG_gTA
https://www.facebook.com/firstreformeducc/?ref=aymt_homepage_panel&eid=ARDlcsskC11S56zHZnqSFYafLhDvdZe0iilCLGvOCnNSlcpkfHJVW8rCqYY3eLdgwOWyl4_3jgG1hBUP
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89911418582?pwd=MG1mRHVDV1hvS2tuS0ZmSnpiQnhEUT09#success
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050f44abae28a7fe3-prayers
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83691735429?pwd=R3c5L1JBUVI2SGNyeXVqZWpQdXBsZz09#success
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87341918684?pwd=N1pCSno2Tlp4bDdOREtoVGlsLzdGUT09#success


 

BOARD OF COMMUNITY OUTREACH   
Jerry Lovell 

OUR PARTNERTSHIP WITH 

CHARLES ENGLAND  

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 
 

In the middle of October, Charles England 

Elementary School had depleted their    

supply of nonperishable items in their     

pantry. CEES students would not receive  

anything from the Food Backpack Pro-

gram. The school reached out to us, asking 

for assistance. First Reformed responded by  

donating a check for $300 from our        

Designated Offerings and budgeted funds.  

Please continue to support our Partnership. 

Mark your donations to “CEES”. When there 

is a need, the donations will go straight to 

the school so the staff can make purchases 

to replenish the Pantry. 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December, First Reformed will again be 

ringing bells for the annual Salvation Army’s 

Red Kettle Project. The dates for our        

congregation’s participation will be          

Saturday, December 5 and Tuesday,         

December 8 at Lanier’s Hardware from 

10:00am to 6:00pm. Time slots of one or two 

hours will be available for those who’d like 

to volunteer. Please contact Jerry Lovell at 

either 336-746-6493 (H) or 336-590-5074 (C) 

if you’d like to volunteer  

GRACE EPISCOPAL CHURCH MEALS 
 

Grace Episcopal Church has resumed 

their Sunday lunch program with precau-

tions in place. Meals are carry-out only at 

this time. First Reformed serves the month 

of November. Thanks to the following   

volunteers: 

November 1  

Mike and Bonita Hooper 

Sylvia Walser 

Camille Morgan 

 
November 8  

Buddy and Rita Lohr 

Jerry and Patti Lovell 

 
November 15  

Mark and Nicole Smith 

Elliott and Emory Smith 

 
November 22  

John and Susie Smith 

Jonathan Kepley 

 
November 29  

Walter and Ann Hoffman 

Doris Sink 

 

DONATIONS TO HELP  

PASTOR’S PANTRY 
 

Pastor’s Pantry has asked First Reformed for 

financial assistance with their annual Christ-

mas Meal for their clients. If you’d like to 

help by donating, please mark “Pastor’s 

Pantry” on your check or envelope. 

 
And as always, thank you for your generos-

ity as First Reformed works to “Be the 

Church”. 

 

 



 

Because of Coronavirus precautions, some Consisto-

ry members met in the Fellowship Hall following walk-

in Communion while others joined in virtually via 

Zoom for the October 4th meeting.   

 

Board Reports 
 

• Board of Congregational Life: Jerry Lovell has work-

ers scheduled for each Sunday in November for 

Grace Episcopal lunches and reminded Consistory 

he will need volunteers for the Salvation Army ket-

tle bell ministry. 

 

• Board of Congregational Life: Kivi Miller worked 

with the office staff on a revised Time and Talent 

Sheet for 2021 

 

• Board of Evangelism: Renee Walsh reported they 

worked with Davidson Speed Printing on two yard 

signs advertising our online worship services. 

 

• Board of Faith Formation: Alane Holste confirmed 

information as submitted by Rev. Susan Morris: 

 October 18, 2020 is Children’s Sabbath 
 

 Rev. Susan’s last day is October 30, 2020 
 

 Rev. Horton shared both the Middle and High 

School youth met outdoors on September 30th 

for games everyone enjoyed. 

 

• Board of Worship and Sacrament: 

 Harriette Murphy, chairperson of the Music Com-

mittee, recommended renewal of our organist’s 

contract to remain interim. 
 

 Raeann Allred shared that 34 people came to 

walk-through communion and everything went 

smoothly. 
 

 Wednesday Worship is held at noon and 7:00pm 

in October.  

 

• Board of Property Management: John Smith report-

ed. 

 The board recommended a change of $50 in-

crease in the cost of plaques for niches in the 

Memorial Garden due to a price increase. 
 

 Hand sanitizer stations for the Education Building 

were installed. Thank you Cliff Lopp and Buddy 

Lohr for your help setting them up. Two hand san-

itizers have also been set up in the Sanctuary. 
 

 Central Services serviced the AC units inside on 

September 25th and will return to do the outside 

units. 
 

 Grady Hedrick will remove the bush near the Fel-

lowship Hall entrance. 

 

 

• Financial Report: Harriette Murphy reported 

 September Average weekly offering was 

$6,453 
 

 General fund balance $28,048 
 

 Music fund Balance $7,620 

 

Old Business 

• Southern Conference and Western NC Annual 

Gathering both met virtually October 16-17.      

Delegates were:  

 WNCA virtual meeting: Marge Doty and Brian 

McKerlie 
 

 SOC virtual meeting: Eddie Yates 
 

 Clergy: Rev. Elizabeth Horton and Rev. June 

Grubb 
 

 Clifton Murphy will also attend for the SOC Board 
 

• Return to Sanctuary 

 Clarified church group use for Fellowship Hall 

(10) and Sanctuary (25). 

 We will take small steps to come together.  The 

Wednesday Worship is a good beginning. 
 

• Future Event Planning: 

 Homecoming: Rita Lohr, Chairperson, shared 

Homecoming Committee plans for members to 

share reflections. Special music will be included. 
 

 Review 2021 Time & Talent Sheets go out with 

pledge cards on October 14. The office staff will 

resume the responsibility of compiling and man-

aging information.  

 

• Advent and Christmas Eve 

 Planning is in progress for the Advent and Christ-

mas season for ways we can celebrate.  
 

New Business 

• Annual Budget Meeting  

 The process for the annual budget meeting was 

finalized. 

 

• Nominating Committee  

 Presented nominees for 2021 Consistory. All were 

approved. 
 

 Names will be announced during worship ser-

vice on November 8.  
 

 During this time, Eddie Yates will explain the pro-

cess for nominations from the congregation. 
 

• Next Consistory Meeting:  

 November 8, 2020 at 12:30 via Zoom 

 

 

(continued on the next page) 

 

OCTOBER’S CONSISTORY HIGHLIGHTS 



 

BOARD OF FAITH FORMATION 
Rev. Susan Morris 

MINISTRY TEAM MEETINGS: 

The Children's Ministry Team meeting will be held on Monday November 2, 2020 at 6:30PM via Zoom. 

You may join the meeting using the link below.  
Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81895465762?pwd=UDJhRU9PUnlBd0FCNjIvL3hhZW9vUT09   

(Meeting ID: 818 9546 5762     Passcode: 840364     Dial in: 1 929 205 6099) 
 

The Youth Ministry Team meeting will be held Monday, November 9, 2020 at 6:30 pm via Zoom. 

Jeremy Lovell will lead this meeting. You may join the meeting using the link below. 
Zoom link: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84141989464?pwd=WlUxU1JVN0svUlVOcDVzOGc2SUtjZz09 

(Meeting ID: 841 4198 9464     Passcode: 836872     Dial in:  1 929 205 6099 ) 

 
CHILDREN’S NEWS: 

Kid’s Adventure Time WILL NOT be held in November.  
 

YOUTH NEWS 

In-person meetings for the middle and high school youth are scheduled for November. This plan is 

always tentative, depending  on  any new guidelines due to the Corona-19 virus.  
 

The high-school youth group meets on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the month at 5:30PM in the 

church Fellowship Hall. Please wear a mask. Jeremy Lovell and Stacy Sosebee-West will lead this 

group. 
 

The middle-school youth group meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the month at 5:30PM in 

the church Fellowship Hall. Please wear a mask.  Rev. Horton will lead this group with assistance 

from Christie Plummer. 

VIRTUAL CONGREGATIONAL BUDGET MEETING 

October 11, 2020     12:30PM 
 

Because of Coronavirus precautions, the Congrega-

tional Budget Meeting was a virtual meeting via 

zoom held, October 11, 2020 at 12:30PM. Eddie 

Yates and Paula Lopp were available to answer 

questions.  
 

A copy of the budget had been emailed/mailed to 

all church members for review prior to this meeting. 
 

Consistory President Eddie Yates called the meeting 

to order. He noted that only one question had been 

addressed asking why utilities weren’t less this year? 

He  explained  that  the  church  is  still open for staff,     

and we have  equipment  that  must  be main-

tained at a specific temperature, so utility pay-

ments have continued to be made. 
 

A motion was made to approve the 2021 budget 

as written. It was seconded. All present approved. 

In addition, members who had received the budg-

et by email or letter had called in or emailed the 

office to vote on the budget.  
 

All  votes, either emailed, phoned in, or made at 

the virtual meeting approved the budget with no 

votes against. 
 

President Yates adjourned the meeting. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81895465762?pwd=UDJhRU9PUnlBd0FCNjIvL3hhZW9vUT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84141989464?pwd=WlUxU1JVN0svUlVOcDVzOGc2SUtjZz09


 

SUPPORT FIRST REFORMED UCC’S GIRL SCOUT TROOP #2160 

 

 

 

Our Girl Scout Troop 2160 is hosting the 

fall Nut, Candy, and Magazine Sale this 

month. If you would like to support 

Jianna Miller and the rest of the troop, 

please visit www.gsnutsandmags.com/

nut or www.gsnutsandmags.com/

mag  and enter the code:  27UUVTNK.  
 

 

 

 

You can choose from a wide variety of  

delicious snack items or magazines to 

suit many interests. You can choose to 

have items shipped directly to you 

now, or Jianna can meet you at 

church to deliver your items in person 

in mid-November. Thanks for support-

ing our Girl Scouts! 

EARTH DAY 2019 REVISITED! 

As part of an Earth Day activity, on Sunday, April 21, 2019 Cathy Waitman helped the       

children make seed bombs to plant outside in the Memorial Garden. The marigolds 

bloomed beautifully that summer. They have also shown up again this year, and they are 

even prettier than last year’s blossoms. You’ll be able to see them a little while longer if you 

visit the Memorial Garden at First Reformed UCC.  

 

 

 

 

 

  FALL NUT, CANDY & MAGAZINE SALE 

DEADLINE TO ORDER: NOBEMBER 9TH  

http://www.gsnutsandmags.com/nut
http://www.gsnutsandmags.com/nut
http://www.gsnutsandmags.com/mag
http://www.gsnutsandmags.com/mag


 

OUR MEMBERS:  

*Frankie Hedrick, on the loss of her husband, 

Harold “Buddy” Foil Hedrick, Jr., *Smithie 

Parrish, on the loss of her mother, Emma Bass, 

Patti Lovell, Susan Odom, Ellen Bouchard, 

Kelly Greathouse, John Potts, Charm Ketner, 

Margot Everhart, Lisa Price, Jeff Hutchens, 

Deanna Michael 

 

OUR MEMBERS AT HOME AND IN CARE 

FACILITIES:  

Peggy Bates, Janelle Bunn, Marzell Crotts, 

Ruth Essick, Pattie Everhart, Vogen Everhart, 

Lib & Jimbo Hinkle, Marguerite Leonard, Bob 

Shaak, Lib Sink, Katherine Skipper, Carolyn 

Spivey, Adena Wall 

Piedmont Crossing:  

Mary Berrier, Doris Flynt 

OUR FRIENDS:  

*Martha Winters and Ken Jacobs (friends of 

Charm Ketner), *The family of Susan 

Wilkerson (Carolyn Robbins’ cousin), 

Barbara Miller (Eddie Yates’ mother), Angie 

Bouchard (Lee and Ellen Bouchard’s 

youngest daughter) 

 

 

*Indicates newly added. Names will 

remain on the list for 4 weeks. To add a 

name to the prayer list please call the 

church office (336-248-2617). 

 

 

 
 

 

OUR CHURCH AT PRAYER 

INFANT BAPTISM 

On Sunday, October 25, 2020 our congrega-

tion was able to virtually join the baptism of 

Everly Gray Robertson, Bradley and Molly’s 

younger daughter. Her sister, Lily, had a small 

part in the service, as well as Lucas Peterson, 

her cousin. It was a joyous occasion, espe-

cially knowing the rest of the congregation 

was celebrating with them. Evie, as she is af-

fectionately called, is also the granddaugh-

ter of Bill and Carolyn Robbins and the niece 

of Jeremy and Ellen Peterson. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 

NOVEMBER  

2020  
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1  HOMECOMING 
 

9:30    Adult Bible    
        Study: Exodus 
 

10:45  Worship  online     
     & Holy Communion 
 

12:00   Fellowship &     
       Prayers via Zoom 
 

2:00      Service of  
         Remembrance 

2 

6:30   Children’s    
      Ministry Team   
          Meeting  
        via ZOOM 

3   ELECTION  

             DAY 
 

12:00    2CFAR 
meeting via Zoom 
 

 

4 

5:30          High     
          School Youth   
      {Fellowship Hall} 
 

7:00      Worship  

5 6 7 
 

8   STEWARDSHIP 

              SUNDAY 

 

9:30      Adult Bible    
          Study: Exodus 
 

10:45  Worship  online 
     and Congregational        
              Meeting 
 

12:00   Fellowship &     
       Prayers via Zoom 
 

12:30    Consistory      
               via Zoom 
 

2-3:00  Receive Time    
     & Talent sheets and  
                Blessings 

9  

6:00      Crisis  
     Ministry Shelter  
             Meal 
 

6:30     Youth   
      Ministry Team   
          Meeting  
         via ZOOM 
 

10 

12:00    2CFAR 
meeting via Zoom 
 

6:00     Men’s 
 Brotherhood (FH) 
 

7:00       Adult   
         Education: 
“Evangelicals”  

via Zoom 

11 

5:30        Middle  
          School Youth   
      {Fellowship Hall} 
 

7:00      Worship  

12    
 

 

13 
 

14 
 

 

15 
 

9:30      Adult Bible    
          Study: Exodus 
 

10:45  Worship  online 
       & Congregational         
               Meeting 
 

12:00   Fellowship &     
       Prayers via Zoom 

16      

 

 

17 

12:00    2CFAR 
meeting via Zoom 
 

7:00       Adult   
         Education: 

“Evangelicals” via 
Zoom 

18     

5:30   High School    
              Youth  
     {Fellowship Hall} 
 

7:00     Worship  

19 
 

 

20 

 
 

21 

22       
 

9:30      Adult Bible    
          Study: Exodus 
 

10:45  Worship  online 
       & Congregational         
               Meeting 
 

12:00   Fellowship &     
       Prayers via Zoom 

23    
 

 

24 

12:00    2CFAR 
meeting via Zoom 
 

7:00       Adult   
         Education: 

“Evangelicals” via 
Zoom 

25 
5:30       Middle 
          School Youth          
      {Fellowship Hall} 
 

7:00      Worship 

26 
THANKSGIVING 
 

 

27 
   HOLIDAY 
  OFFICE  IS   
    CLOSED 

28 
 
 

29    1st Sunday  

            of  Advent 
 

9:30      Adult Bible    
          Study: Exodus 
 

10:45  Worship  online 
         Holy Baptism 

 

12:00   Fellowship &     
       Prayers via Zoom 

30 
 

 
 

    
 

Articles for 
newsletter 

due by Noon 

Please remember to turn in your Time & Talent Sheets and Pledge 
Cards if you  have not already done so. Both of these are  

important to the business of the church . Copies of each can be 
found on the next few pages. 

Each Sunday in November, volunteers from our church will help 

with the meal at Grace Episcopal Church. Names of volunteers 

will be listed in the weekly emails and bulletins. 



 

ALTERNATIVE GIFTS 

The holiday season is quickly approaching. Have you thought about what to buy for family 

and friends? Why not give to a local charity in their honor? You may donate to any of the 

following church benevolences and send a card to the person to whom you would like to 

honor with your gift. Complete the form below to return to the church along with your       

donation. Cards are available in the church office for you to complete and drop in the mail. 

This is such a meaningful way to honor someone on your gift list, benefit those in need and 

help our church meet it’s benevolences for the year. 



 

 

Even amidst the many months of Covid-19, our Sunday wor-

ship services, under the leadership of Rev. Elizabeth Horton, 

have continued. Many volunteers from our congregation 

have helped with these, and music provided by Ellen, Robert 

and members of our choir have helped make these services 

feel complete. Thanks to Ellen’s skills, the parts of each ser-

vice have been organized into seamless videos that help us 

imagine we are worshipping in our sanctuary. Thanks to the 

generous contributions from our congregation, our giving 

has also remained constant.  

 

2021 Pledge Cards were sent out at the end of October along with the Time & Talent 

Sheets. Please give both your prayerful consideration as you complete them. You may 

mail them to the office, drop them off if you are uptown or scan and email them. You will 

also have an opportunity on Sunday, November 8th to bring these to church. More de-

tails will be provided later about this opportunity.  

 

A copy of the pledge card is shown below for your use. Also, a copy of  the Time & Talent 

Sheet can be found on the following two pages.  

REMEMBER TO COMPLETE YOUR 2021 PLEDGE CARD... 



 

...AND YOUR 2021 TIME AND TALENT SHEET 

CONTINUED ON THE NEXT PAGE! 



 



 

 

First Reformed  

United Church of 

Christ  

 

All Are Welcome Here! 
 

Where People Discover… 

The Love of God 

The Power to Love Others 

The Ability to Love Ourselves 
 

104 East Center Street 

Lexington, NC  2729 

(336) 248-2617 

email: church@frucc.org 

website: www.frucc.org 
 

 

11:00 SUNDAY WORSHIP ON LINE 

           VIA FACEBOOK LIVE and 

 YOU TUBE 
 

Temporary Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Wednesday - Friday 

9:00am to 12:00pm 
 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Rev. Elizabeth Horton 
elizabeth@frucc.org 
336-972-8895  
 

Associate Pastor of Congregational Care 
Rev. June Grubb  
336-248-5668 
 

Administrative Assistant 
Carolyn Robbins 
carolyn@frucc.org 
 

Financial Administrator 
Paula Lopp  
paula@frucc.org 
 

Choir Director 
Ellen Peterson 
ellenrpeterson@gmail.com 
 

Organist 
Robert Wilson 
robert@frucc.org 
 
 

 
 
 

  1 Seth Klopp 

  2 Samuel Gray 

  5 Linda Sink 

  6 Eli Gregg 

  9 Robert Danze 

 Harrison Danze 

 Coreen Freeman 

 Everly Robertson 

12 Mike Hooper 

13 Will Hooper 

14 Holt Biesecker 

17  Anne Bevan 

18  Dottie Walser 

19  Maria Cruz 

 Gary Hahn 

 20 Emory Smith 

 21 Vance Walser 

 22 Jo Hudson 

 23 Frank Leonard 

 24 John Maze 

 25  Webb Fulton 

 27  James Gray 

 Ava Miller 

 Cathy Waitman 

 30 Irvin Sink 

  

 

16th  

Pat & Amy Golden 

 
23rd 

Stacey & Sarah Potts 

 
 

 

1 • 12:00 2CFAR Zoom meeting  

• 7:00 Adult Book Study 

2 • 5:30  High School Youth   

                   Group 

6 • 9:30 Adult Bible Study 

• 10:45  Worship Service  

           2nd Sunday of Advent 

              Holy Communion 

• 12:00 Fellowship & Prayers 

7 • 6:30   Children’s Ministry   

              Team Meeting 

8 • 12:00 2CFAR Zoom meeting  

• 7:00 Adult Book Study 

9 • 5:30  Middle School Youth   

                     Group 

13 • 9:30 Adult Bible Study 

• 10:45 Worship Service  

          3rd Sunday of Advent 

• 12:00 Fellowship & Prayers 

• 12:30  Consistory Meeting 

14 • 6:30   Youth Ministry Team    

                   Meeting 

15 • 12:00 2CFAR Zoom meeting  

• 7:00 Adult Book Study 

16 • 5:30  High School Youth   

                    Group 

20 • 9:30 Adult Bible Study 

• 10:45 Worship Service  

          4th Sunday of Advent 

• 12:00 Fellowship & Prayers 

22 • 12:00 2CFAR Zoom meeting  

• 7:00 Adult Book Study 

23 • 5:30  Middle School Youth   

                     Group 

24 • Christmas Eve Worship 

25 • Christmas  

27 • 10:45 Worship Service  

   1st Sunday after Christmas 

31 • New Year’s Eve 

NOVEMBER  

BIRTHDAYS 

LOOKING AHEAD 

TO DECEMBER  

 

(Activities  subject to change.) 

NOVEMBER 

ANNIVERSARIES 


