Our Deepest Sympathy
goes out to Susie Smith and her Son Jonathan Kepley in
the death of Susie's father Jack Poetzinger.

FIRST REFORMED UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
IS AN OPEN AND AFFIRMING CONGREGATION

We welcome into the full life and ministry of the church all
people, regardless of ability, age, education, ethnicity, family
or marital status, gender identity or expression, income,
nationality, political affiliation, race, sexual orientation, or any
other distinction. At the baptismal font and at the communion
table, from the nursery cribs to the church leadership, whether
you were raised in a church or have never, before attended
one, you are welcome here.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! If you are new here or have a prayer
request, please fill out a Communication Card found in the back of
the pew. Drop it into the offering plate so we can connect with
you.

THANK YOU FOR SERVING
Liturgist: Cathy Browder
Acolyte & Bible Steward:

Joe and Cathy Browder
Ushers: Betty Barr, Eddie Yates
Sound Tech: John Gray

Media Tech: Jeremy Peterson
Nursery: Smithie Parrish & Kia Plummer

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Elizabeth Parker Horton. Pastor
elizabeth@frucc.org

Rev. June Grubb, Minister of Pastoral Care
june@frucc.org

Jackie Mock, Church Administrator
jackie@frucc.org

Ellen Peterson, Choir Director
ellen@frucc.org

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS  Monday - Friday

9-1 Walk-ins Welcome

1-2pm Closed for Lunch

2-5pm Please call ahead or make an appointment

First Reformed United Church of Christ
104 East Center Street, Lexington NC 27292
Please visit our website: www.frucc.org
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< 2. God will meet you | in your fear And bring peace  both

1. There is room for |ev-'ry sto-ly. [There is hope through |God's great gloty.

far and near

3. We can choose a | bel-ler way. And find joy in ev-'ry day.
4. We see God in |one an-oth er |As we leamn to love each other.
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The holiday season is at our doorsteps and this is the time that we begin thinking
about what to give our families and friends. Have you thought about giving to a
local charity in their honor? You may donate to any of the church benevolences
and send a card to the person to whom you would like to honor with your gift.

Forms can be picked up in the Sanctuary on Sunday mornings along with a

donation envelope. These may also be picked up from the church office Monday -

Friday. Return the form to the church along with your donation and pick up the

number of acknowledgment cards you need. (If you give on-line, stop by the office

and collect your cards)

This is such a meaningful way to honor someone on your gift list, benefit those in

need, and help our church meet its benevolences for the year.
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ADVENT 2022

lﬁs

Prelude
*Chiming of the Hour

Welcome

*Call to Worship

November 27, 2022
The Worship of God

First Sunday of Advent

*Stand as you are able
Creator of the Stars of Night (by Bruce Tippette)

Bruce Tippette

Rev. Horton

Cathy Browder

As you enter this place, may you know that from generation to

generation, you have been claimed and loved.

From generation to generation, God has been by our side.

From generation to generation, we are not alone.
The God of yesterday and the God of tomorrow
knows us by name, and calls to us,

saying, “Fear not, | have redeemed you and named you. You are mine.”

Come, let us worship with thanks and praise.

*Hymn Come Thou long expected Jesus

Liturgy for the Advent Wreath

Lighting the Candle of Hope
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Joe and Cathy Browder

Sung Response From Generation to Generation

Prayer of Confession
God of today and God of tomorrow,

you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.”

But we say, “Our lives are too messy.”
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Cathy Browder

You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.”

But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.”

You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.”

But we say, “Some things are easier to forget.”
God of today and God of tomorrow,

we know in our hearts that there’s room for us here.

Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you.
Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best.

Help us remember, today and tomorrow,

There’s room for every story. Amen.

Words of Forgiveness
Young Disciples

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 2: 1-5

Rev. Horton
Rev. Horton

Cathy Browder

..”they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall

they learn war any more.”
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for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. (Patti Lovell’s, Brother in Law)
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